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MIDDLE SCHOOL MATTERS 

Dear Parents, 

As the cold winter month of February gets ready to hit us we 
find ourselves with extra time inside.  I know for me personal-
ly it gets harder to stay focused and motivated during the cold 
winter.  For our students it gets harder to continue to push 
themselves to study and excel in their academics.  That’s why I 
wanted to share the following.  I found some great study tips 
for middle school students while reading “Middle Years, 
Working Together for School Success”.  Please share these fun 
ideas with your student to help them stay focused and better 
enjoy studying during the month of February. 

Playing sports and games, using technology, and spending time with friends are fun activities 
your middle grader can use to spice up his/her study routine. Share these ideas. “Shoot and 
score” encourage your child to turn studying into a sport. He/she could crumple up a used 
piece of paper for a “basketball” and shoot it into a laundry basket after each review question he 
gets right. Or they might pretend it’s a hockey puck and use a broom to sweep it between two 
chair legs when he answers correctly. “Read and listen” have your youngster record himself 
reading a textbook chapter or class notes into a smartphone or an MP3 player with a micro-
phone. They can play it back while he/she takes a walk or rides in the car. Saying and then hear-
ing the information will give him two ways to study it. “Play and win” your son/daughter could 
play games while they study. They might use alphabet cereal to spell history or science vocabu-
lary terms. How many can they spell, and define out loud, in five minutes? Or when solving 
practice problems for a math test, have them draw a game board– style path and color in a 
space for each right answer. “Film and review” suggest that your child and his buddies make a 
video study guide. They can take turns filming each other as they explain material from their 
books and notes in their own words. They’ll gain a deeper understanding of the material— and 
have a guide to review later. 

Hope you and your family are enjoying a safe and wonderful winter, 

Sincerely, 

Jeff McPheron 
Jeff McPheron, Principal 

Benjamin Logan MS 

 

                 February 
           Important Dates 
2:  After School Detention  
4:  Study Tables 
      Club Softball Meeting 
      MS Commons—7pm 
7-8: FLL State Tournament 
8: Yearbook Sale Starts 
     OMUN 
     Art Club 
     PTS Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
9:   After School Detention 
11: Study Tables 
12: Interim Reports to  
      Students 
15: Presidents’ Day - 
      No School 
      BOE Meeting 7pm 
16: After School Detention 
      OMUN 
      CPR Class 4-5:30pm  
      Rm 504 at H.S.  
      Pupil Activity Class  
      5:30- 7:30 p.m. in  
      Rm. 504 H.S. 
17: Winter Sports Banquet  
       7 p.m. in Commons 
18: Study Tables 
19: Yearbook Sale Ends 
22: OMUN 
      Art Club 
23: After School Detention 
      Scoliosis Screening 
25: Study Tables  
26: Youth Leadership  
      8:30-11am 
29: OMUN 
29-March 4:  Right to Read  
                        Week 

 
 

  



Sales for the 2015-2016 BLMS yearbook will begin on Monday, February 8, 2016.  
Flyers will be sent home with students on Friday, February 5.  Price ranges from 
$18.00 to $32.00 depending on the package you choose (please make checks out to 
Lifetouch).  Orders may be sent in to the school between February 8 and February 
19, or you may go online during those dates to order your book directly at 
ybpay.lieftouch.com.  No books will be ordered after February 19, however, a 
limited number of extra books may be 

available for purchase after the books have been distributed.  In the 
case of snow days, the deadline MAY be extended, but an extension is 
not guaranteed. 

BLMS YEARBOOK SALES 

TEACH RESPONSIBILITY 

Middle school students need to understand that with increased independence comes increased responsibility.  Here 
are a few tips to help you teach your child how to act responsibly: 

 Slowly increase the amount of freedom you give your child.  Increase the amount of freedom slightly each year  
 Base the amount of freedom your child is given on how responsibly your child acts 

 Teach your child how to problem solve 
Tara wanted to go to a friend’s house, but her parents were reluctant to let her go.  Their 

response to her request was, “We don’t know your friend’s parents, we don’t’ know who will be 
there, or what kind of supervision there will be.  What can you do to help us feel that letting you 
go would be the right decision?” 

Tara called her friend’s parents and asked them to tell her parents that the friends would 
be supervised.  Tara then promised them that she would be home by 10:00.  Tara’s parents were 
reassured, Tara felt good about being part of the decision and she got to go to her friend’s 
house. 

 
 Talk to your child about the importance of making good choices and decisions  
  Make sure that your child knows basic social behaviors (use a firm handshake, write thank you notes) 
 Teach financial responsibility by giving your child an allowance and setting up a savings account 

 Middle school is a time when children are trying to separate themselves from their parents, and at some point, 
most children exhibit some form of rebellion.  So, pick your battles.   

 Be a good role model.  Children learn their behaviors and attitudes from their parents more than from anyone 
else. 

Mrs. Susan Headings 
BLMS Guidance Counselor 



ALL ABOUT THE 7TH GRADE 

In 7th grade science we have spent a good deal of time talking about  

properties of matter. We discussed the many physical and chemical  

changes matter can undergo and the differences between them. We  

also discussed the atom and how it is the basic building block for all matter 

and that atoms give us our periodic table of elements.  Next we went on to energy, talking about the 

seven different forms of energy and how energy can be transformed from one type to another or trans-

ferred from object to object. We are currently discussing in detail thermal and wave energy and will 

soon end our unit on energy and move on to a unit on Earth’s biomes and ecosystems. 

SCIENCE 

MATH 

The 7th grade math students were given the challenge of crating 

a scale drawing of their bedroom. The students had to measure 

the actual room and the dimensions of any furniture and other  

objects in the room. They were then to decide what scale 

they would use in order to fit the drawing on a specific sized 

grid. The scale drawing had to include 

furniture and other items in the room drawn to scale. It also had to be  

labeled with scale dimensions and real life dimensions. The also had to  

include closets, windows, and doors drawn to scale in their project. 



ALL ABOUT THE 7TH GRADE 

The 7th grade ELA classes have been exploring nonfiction and historical fiction in their 

new textbook series, "Collections." These collections of fiction and nonfiction ex-

cerpts allow students to explore real-life reading from speeches, novels, and historical 

accounts. Recently, students have read excepts from secondary sources of from Flesh 

and Blood so Cheap and The Triangle Factory Fire about the largest, most fatal factory 

fire in the history of the United States. 

Students then read excerpts from Marga-

ret Peterson Haddix's historical fiction 

novel, Uprising, based off the factory fires. Students then compared 

and contrasted how facts were maintained and altered to create an 

engaging story. The next step is for 7th graders to write their own  

expository essay based off of a historical fiction novel they have been 

reading independently.  

In Social Studies, we are pushing through history. We have finished covering the Romans 
and Greeks (to the happiness of many 7th grade students) and have lately been covering 
Christianity and Islam. Today for example, students read about the life of Muhammad and 
had to present the information to their classmates. Some students played games, some acted 
out the reading, and others created picture timelines to present the information. Soon, we 
will be discussing the many important contributions that Muslims have given to the world 
include the camera, the windmill, and everyone’s favorite – coffee.  
 
After we finish covering Islam, we will be taking a tour to China and Japan. From there we 
will discuss African empires and the gold for salt trade. Finally, we will return to Europe to 

cover Feudalism, Reformation, and Renaissance. If we were traveling to these places for real, imagine the frequent 
flyer miles we would rack up… ok terrible joke aside, students will learn about the effect of slavery on the world, the 
impact of the Christian church splitting and its bearing on our country, as well as Renaissance ideas that changed the 
world forever.  
 
Before I go, I would like to just give some important tidbits in case your student’s grade dropped some. Please re-
mind students to bring home materials nightly to review content covered in class for 5-10 minutes a night. This will 
increase understanding of difficult material. Also, if your student is struggling on assessments, I do offer a review  
session for weekly assessments during lunch on Thursdays. Finally, if there is anything else that I can do to help  
improve your child’s education, please contact me by phone (937-599-2386 Ext. 3212), by email 
(wolfr@benjaminlogan.org), or in person. Thank you.  Mr. Wolf 

ELA 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

mailto:wolfr@benlogan.k12.oh.us
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